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In the Claims 

Claims are amended as follows: 
1-10 (canceled) 

11. (currently amended) A method of routing calls in a telecommunications 
network comprising a plurality of routing nodes, the nodes being hierarchlcaHy 
structured in at least two levels of hi e rarchy hierarchy, with a first level of the 
hierarch y comprisino a first group of nodes and a second level of the hierarchv 
comprising at least the first group of nodes from the first level, the method 
comprisina oerfomiln q the following steps in which routing of oa i lo omployc tho 
m e thod of dalm 1 at each of at least at two distinct levels of the hierarchy. - hierarchy: 
receiving a call set -uo reouest comprising an indication of at least one 
node through which the set-up reoue st has passed: 

retrieving p^eviou6^ stcred call routing infomnationr 
routing the call set-up reguest responsive to a c omparison between the 
indication and the previouslv stored call routing Information: 

and when perfomnrno the method at the second level of the hierarchy the indication 
of at least one node through which the set-up reguest has passed lefiers to the group 
of nodes in the first level of the hierarchv without BoecHving the routing within that 
group. 

12-14 (canceled) 

15. (currently amended) A telecommunications signal for transmission in a 
telecommunications network comprising a plurality of routing nodes which are 
stnjctured in at least two levels of hierarchv. with a first level of the hierarchv 
comprising a group of nodes and a second level of the hierarchv comprising at leasj 
the group of nodes firom the first level, the signal f ^omprislnff a call set-up request 
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comprising a trail log for use in routing the call set-up reques t, the trail log com prteinri 
q list of groups In the second level of the hierarchy through which the request haia 
passed without soe cifvlna the routing within each group. 

16. (canceled) 

17. (new) A nnethod according to claim 11 In which at least one of the routing 
nodes is a Private Branch Exchange. 

18. (new) A method according to claim 1 1 in which the indication of previously 
passed nodes comprises a bit sequence, each bit of which uniquely Identifies a 
network node. 

19. (new) A method according to claim 1 1 in which the call set-up request further 
comprises an indication that the call set-up request relates to a non-primary routed 
call. 

20. (new) A method according to claim 1 9 In which the indication that the call set- 
up request relates to a non-primary routed call precedes the Indication of at least one 
node. 

21 . (new) A method according to claim 1 1 In which the call set-up request further 
comprises an indication of a destination node distinct from the routing node. 

22. (new) A method according to claim 11 in which the call set-up request 
comprises an indication of at least two nodes through which the set-ijp request has 
passed. 

23. (new) A method according to claim 11 in which the call set-up request 
comprises an indication of all nodes through which the set-up request has passed. 
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24. (new) A method according to claim 11 in which the routing node itself 
comprises a piurality of component nodes. 

25. (new) A method according to ciaim 1 1 in which the step of receiving employs 
a first communication protocol and in which the step of routing employs a second 
communication protocol distinct from the first communications protocol. 

26. (new) A telecommunications networic comprising a plurality of routing nodes, 
the nodes being hierarchically structured in at least two levels of hierarchy, with a 
first level of the hierarchy comprising a first group of nodes and a second level of the 
hierarchy comprising at least the first group of nodes from the first levels the networli 
being arranged to perfomi the method according to claim 11. 
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